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Blahous's article did not cause any stir, for it was o\er-
shadowed by other events Only that youthful savant, Dr
Regner, Lecturer m Philosophy, read it with immense interest,
and afterwards proclaimed in various places " Blahous is
impossible Utterly impossible How on earth can a man have
the nerve to pose as an expert on religion when he actually
believes m God 7 "

CHAPTER XIII
THE CHRONICLER''s APOLOGY

AND now permit the chronicler of the Absolute to call your
attention to his painful situation. First of all, he is in the act
of writing Chapter XIII, well aware that this unlucky number
will have a fatal influence on the clant\ and completeness of
his exposition There is going to be a mix-up of some kind in
this unfortunate chapter, you may be sure Of course, the
author could quite calmly head it Chapter XIV, but the
observant reader would feel that he had been cheated out of
Chapter XIII, and no one could blame him, since he has paid
to have the whole narrative. Besides, if you are afraid of the
number thirteen, you have onlv to skip this chapter. It will
certainly not cause you to lose much light on the obscure affair
of the Factory for the Absolute

But the other embarrassments of the chronicler are much
more senous He has described as coherently as he could the
origin of the factory and its prosperity. He has called your
attention to the occurrences due to certain of the Karburator
cylinders m Mr Machat's buildings, at the Zivno Industrial
Bank, m the textile works at Upice, aboard Kuzenda's dredge,
and on Binder's merry-go-round He has described the tragic